Classes of the Neighbor

“As much as you have done it 

to one of the least of these My brothers, 

you have done it to Me.” 

Matthew 25:40

 2. The Thirsty

· By the "hungry" angels perceive those who from affection desire good; 

· By the "thirsty," those who from affection desire truth; 

· By a "sojourner," those who want to be instructed; 

· By the "naked," those who acknowledge that there is nothing of good and of truth in themselves; 

· By the "sick," those who acknowledge that in themselves there is nothing but evil; 

· And by the "bound," or those who are "in prison," those who acknowledge that in themselves there is nothing but falsity.
Arcana Coelestia 4956

Day One: SPIRITUAL THIRST

Jesus came to a city of Samaria called Sychar… and Jacob's fountain was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with His journey, sat thus by the fountain…. There comes a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus says to her, Give Me to drink…. Jesus said, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is who says to thee, Give Me to drink, thou wouldst ask of Him that He should give thee living water…. Everyone who drinks of this water shall thirst again. But whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst, but the water that I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water springing up into eternal life (John 4:5-7, 10, 13-14).
AC 2702:5 …Since “Jacob’s fountain” signified the Word, the “water” signified truth, and “Samaria” the spiritual church… the Lord spoke with the woman of Samaria, and taught that the doctrine of truth is from Him; and that when it is from Him, or what is the same, from His Word, it is a fountain of water springing up into eternal life; and that truth itself is living water.
What is spiritual thirst?
AC 4958  That “to thirst” is to desire truth from affection is because “wine” and also “water” denote the truth of faith. That it is so with “wine,” see nos. 1071, 1798; and with “water,” no. 2702. [These passages are quoted in part above and below.]
What does wine correspond to?
AC 1071  The “vineyard” or the “vine” …is the spiritual church, or the man of the spiritual church. The “grape,” “bunches” and “clusters” are its fruit, and they signify charity and what is of charity. But “wine” signifies the faith derived from charity, and all things that belong to it. 

What is faith from charity?
AC 1798:2. Faith, in a general sense, is all the doctrinal teaching of the church. But doctrine separated from love or charity… is only knowledge, which is of the memory, and this exists also with the worst men, and even with infernals. But the doctrine that is from charity, or that is of charity… is of the life. The life itself is the internal of all worship; and so is all doctrine that flows from the life of charity, and it is this doctrine that is of faith which is here meant.… He who has the life of charity is acquainted with all things of faith. If you will, just examine all doctrinal things, and see what they are and what they are like. Do they not all have to do with charity, and consequently with the faith that is from charity? 

AC 1798:3. Take only the Precepts of the Decalogue. The first of these is to worship the Lord God. He who has the life of love or of charity worships the Lord God, because this is his life. Another precept is to keep the Sabbath. He who is in the life of love, or in charity, keeps the Sabbath holy, for nothing is sweeter to him than to worship the Lord, and to glorify Him every day. The precept, “Thou shalt not murder,” is altogether of charity. He who loves his neighbor as himself, shudders at doing anything that injures him, still more at murdering him. So too the precept, “Thou shalt not steal,” for he who has the life of charity would rather give of his own to his neighbor than take anything away from him. And so with the precept, “Thou shalt not commit adultery.” He who is in the life of charity rather guards his neighbor’s wife lest anyone should do her such an injury, and regards adultery as a crime against conscience, and such as destroys conjugial love and its duties. To covet the things that are the neighbor’s is also contrary to those who are in the life of charity; for it is of charity to desire good to others from oneself and one’s own; such people therefore by no means covet the things which are another’s. 
AC 1798:5. …Not so they who are in doctrinal things and not in charity. These contend about everything, and condemn all, whoever they may be, who do not say (they call it “believe”) as they do. From all this everyone can see that love to the Lord and charity toward the neighbor are the internal of the church.
1. Why do you think Jesus first asked the woman to give Him a drink, even though He was about to offer her “living water”? Can you think of other stories in the Word where the Lord first asks someone a question, even though He knows the answer? Does this happen in our lives?

2. Can you think of a teaching in the Scripture or the Doctrine that has been “living water” to you? These are usually the best truths to share with people who are thirsting.

3. Just as wine comes from grapes, so faith comes from a life of charity, though it often seems as if a good life comes from faith. How can we help a good life lead to faith at home and school? What’s an example of a truth in which you have faith because you have seen it work in your life? 

4. How can we do a better job of teaching and practicing the Ten Commandments as expressions of love? 

5. How can we tell the difference between being rightly concerned for misleading ideas in society and in the church versus having a lack of charity, such that we contend about everything and condemn people with different beliefs and practices?

Day Two: THIRSTING IN THE WILDERNESS

And all the assemblage of the sons of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, after their journeys according to the mouth of Jehovah, and they encamped in Rephidim; and there was no water for the people to drink. And the people quarreled with Moses, and they said, “Give us water and we will drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test Jehovah?” And the people thirsted there for waters, and the people murmured against Moses, and said, “Why is this, that thou hast made us come up out of Egypt, to make me die, and my sons, and my cattle, with thirst?” And Moses cried to Jehovah, saying, “What shall I do to this people? A little more and they stone me!” And Jehovah said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, and take with thee of the elders of Israel; and thy rod, with which thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, and go. Behold, I stand before thee there on the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and waters shall come out of it that the people may drink.” And Moses did so before the eyes of the elders of Israel. And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the sons of Israel, and because of their testing Jehovah, saying, “Is Jehovah in the midst of us, or not?” (Exodus 17:1-7)
AC 8562. And there was no water for the people to drink. That this signifies a lack of truth and of the consequent refreshment, is evident from the signification of "water," as being the truth of faith… and from the signification of "drinking," as being to be instructed in the truths of faith and to receive them… here, to be refreshed; for as water and drink refresh the natural life, so truths and the knowledges of truth refresh the spiritual life. For he who is in spiritual life longs for its sustenance from such things as are called heavenly food and drink, which are the goods and truths of faith, just as he who is in natural life longs for sustenance from such things as are natural food and drink.

AC 8562:2  That temptation as to truth is now treated of, is because temptation as to good was treated of just before, after which temptation they received the manna, by which is signified good. For when man is endowed with good by the Lord, he comes into a longing for truth, and this longing is kindled according to the lack of truth, because good continually strives after truth. All the genuine affection of truth is from good. The case here is like food, which cannot nourish the natural life without drink… Food longs for drink, with which it may be conjoined so as to serve for use. This then is the reason why temptation as to truth follows immediately after temptation as to good. Temptation attacks that which a man loves and longs for (n. 4274, 4299).

AC 8568:10e. Consequently by [Israel’s] murmuring on account of the lack of water is signified temptation from the lack of truth. For when a man comes into temptation from the lack of truth, he is kept in a vehement longing for it, and at the same time in despair of eternal salvation on this account. These things then cause suffering, and complaint.
AC 8582. And thou shalt smite the rock. That this signifies that they should be urgent in entreating the Lord, is evident from the signification of "smiting," as being to be urgent in entreating, but from a humble heart. That "to smite the rock" denotes to entreat urgently from a humble heart, can be seen from the fact that because Moses smote the rock from a hard heart, and thus demanded [water], therefore it was declared to him that he should not bring the people into the land of Canaan… (Num. 20:10-12).

1. Have you ever met someone who seemed to be thirsting for truths to sustain his or her spiritual life, like the woman at the well or the children of Israel in the wilderness?

2. Hunger for good comes first. Once this hunger begins to be satisfied, it leads directly to a thirst for truths. Do we see this hunger then thirst pattern in children growing up? How can we help them best? 

3. What might be an example of spiritual food, or goodness, not nourishing the spiritual life without drink or truth?

4. Notice the despair of eternal salvation on account of the lack of truth. What might be an example of this? See the last words of the story.

5. The Lord wants us to be urgent, yet humble, in begging Him for the truth. “Ask, and it will be given you….” He gives us the parables of the man whose friend comes to him at midnight pleading for some bread to serve a guest, and who won’t leave the man alone (Luke 11:5-8); and the widow who nags the evil judge into giving her justice by her persistence (Luke 18:1-8). How do we do this?

Day Three: SPIRITUAL THIRST IS A STATE OF LACKING THE TRUTH, CALLED “DESOLATION.”

Genesis 21

14. And Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread, and a bottle of water, and gave [them] to Hagar, and put [them] on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her away; and she went and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba.

15. And the water was used up out of the bottle, and she cast the child under one of the shrubs.

16. And she went and sat by herself over against [him], withdrawing about a bowshot; for she said, Let me not see the death of the child; and she sat over against [him]; and she lifted up her voice, and wept.

AC 2680. Verse 15. And the water out of the bottle was used up, and she cast the child under one of the shrubs. "The water out of the bottle was used up," signifies the desolation of truth; "and she cast the child under one of the shrubs," signifies despair that nothing of truth and good was perceived.
AC 2682:2. In this verse the second state of those who are being reformed is treated of, which is that they are reduced to ignorance till they know nothing of truth, and this even to despair. The cause of their being reduced to such ignorance is that persuasive light may be extinguished, which is of such a nature as to illuminate falsities equally as well as truths, and to induce a belief in falsity by means of truths, and a belief in truth by means of falsities, and at the same time trust in themselves; also that they may be led by experience itself to a knowledge of the fact that nothing of good and nothing of truth is of self or of man’s own, but from the Lord. 
They who are being reformed are reduced into ignorance even to despair, and then they have comfort and enlightenment, as is evident from what follows. For the light of truth from the Lord cannot flow into the persuasive which is from man’s own, for this is of such a nature as to extinguish that light. In the other life that which is persuasive appears like the light of winter. But at the approach of the light of heaven, instead of that light there comes darkness, in which there is ignorance of all truth. With those who are being reformed this state is called the state of desolation of truth, and this also is much treated of in the internal sense of the Word.

AC 2682:3.  But of this state few have any knowledge, because few at this day are being regenerated. To those who are not being regenerated it makes no difference whether they know the truth or not, nor whether what they do know is true or not, provided they can palm a thing off for truth. But they who are being regenerated think much about doctrine and life, because they think much about eternal salvation. And therefore if truth is lacking with them, as it is the subject of their thought and affection, they grieve at heart. 

The state of the one and of the other may be seen from this: While a man is in the body he is living as to his spirit in heaven and as to his body in the world, for he is born into both, and has been so created that as to his spirit he can be actually with the angels, and at the same time with men by means of what is of the body. But as there are few who believe that they have a spirit which is to live after death, there are few who are being regenerated. To those who believe this, the other life is the whole of their thought and affection, and the world is nothing in comparison; but to those who do not believe it, the world is the whole of their thought and affection, and the other life is in comparison nothing. The former are they who can be regenerated, but the latter are they who cannot.

AC 2689:2. ...Hence it is evident what is the state of those who are desolated as to the goods and truths with which they are affected, or which they love, namely, that their state of grief is more severe, because it is more internal [than with those who love only bodily things]; and in the deprivation of good and truth they do not regard the death of the body, for which they do not care, but eternal death. It is their state which is here described. 

1. “Desolation” means being all alone, like Hagar in the wilderness watching her son die of thirst. It is as if the Lord were far away, unaware of our grief. When we have lost the sense of what is true and good from the Lord, we feel all alone. In contrast, when we have some clear truths, we feel like we’re living among friends and with the Lord. Can you picture the state of “desolation of truths”?

2. What are some of the reasons why we need to be allowed to wander into a state of desolation and spiritual thirst?

3. With people who go through this spiritual desolation or deprivation of truths, why does it matter to them? 

4. How might we help someone going through such desolation? 

5. What sort of comments or ideas might interfere with helping them with the real issues that need to be resolved?

Day Four: AFTER DESOLATION THE LORD GIVES COMFORT AND HELP.

17. And God heard the voice of the child, and the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said to her, What ails thee, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the voice of the child where he [is].

18. Arise, lift the boy, and strengthen thy hand in him, for I will set him for a great nation.

19. And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water, and she went and filled the bottle with water, and gave the child drink.

20. And God was with the child, and he grew, and he dwelt in the wilderness, and became a shooter of the bow.

21. And he dwelt in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother took him a wife out of the land of Egypt. (Genesis 21)

AC 2694.  Fear not, for God has heard the voice of the child where he is. That this signifies the hope of help, is evident from the signification of "fear not," as being not to despair; for when fear is taken away, hope is present....

AC 2694:2.  That they who are being reformed are reduced into ignorance of truth, or desolation, even to grief and despair, and that they then for the first time have comfort and help from the Lord, is unknown at this day, for the reason that few are reformed. They who are such that they can be reformed are brought into this state, if not in the life of the body, nevertheless in the other life, where this state is well known, and is called vastation or desolation…. 

The reason for this vastation and desolation is chiefly that the persuasive [light] which they have conceived from what is their own may be broken (see n. 2682); and that they may also receive the perception of good and truth, which they cannot receive until the persuasive which is from their own has been as it were softened. 

This is brought about by the state of anxiety and grief even to despair. No one can perceive with an exquisite sense what is good, even what is blessed and happy, unless he has been in a state of what is not good, not blessed, and not happy. From this he acquires a sphere of perception, and this in the degree in which he has been in the opposite state. The sphere of perception and the extension of its limits arise from the realizing of contrasts. These are reasons for vastation or desolation, besides many others.

AC 2694:4.  Take another example for illustration: If to those who have conceived the persuasion that when justified there is no longer any evil in them, but it is completely wiped away and blotted out, and thus they are pure—if it is made clear to them by thousands of reasons that nothing is wiped away or blotted out, but that they are kept back from evil and held in good by the Lord (that is to say, those who are of such a character that from the life of good in which they had been in the world, this is possible to them); and if moreover they are convinced by experience that of themselves they are nothing but evil, and indeed are most impure heaps of evils—after all they will not recede from the belief of their opinion. 

But when they are reduced to such a state that they perceive hell in themselves, and this to such a degree as to despair of ever being able to be saved, then for the first time that persuasive is broken, and with it their pride, and their contempt of others in comparison with themselves, and also the arrogance that they are the only ones who are saved. And they can be led into the true confession of faith, not only that all good is from the Lord, but also that all things are of His mercy; and at length into humiliation of heart before the Lord, which is not possible without the acknowledgment of the true character of self. Hence now it is manifest why they who are being reformed, or are becoming spiritual, are reduced into the state of vastation or desolation treated of in the verses which precede; and that when they are in that state even to despair, then for the first time they receive comfort and help from the Lord.

1. Why is it necessary to go through desolation of truth or spiritual thirst in order to receive comfort and help from the Lord?
2. What does this imply about terrible experiences that some people go through? 
3. Thousands of reasons and even experiences do not change a person’s mind until he or she is ready.  What does this imply about trying to help a neighbor in some kind of distress?
4. What are some of the evils that need to be addressed by desolations? 
5. The Heavenly Doctrine teaches that good people of all faiths are saved. Knowing this teaching, are we spared from the arrogance of thinking that only New Church people (who believe as we do) are saved? 
6. Another example given in this passage is the inclination to ascribe all things to our own prudence and little or nothing to Divine Providence. We need to be led into the belief that we can do nothing of ourselves, but that all power, prudence, intelligence and wisdom are from the Lord. What is an area of life where you have seen this clearly, or an area in which you have a hard time seeing this?

Day Five: THIRSTING FOR THE SAKE OF USE

Behold, the days come when I will send a famine into the land—not a famine for bread, nor a thirst for waters, but for hearing the words of Jehovah. And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east. They shall run to and fro to seek the word of Jehovah, and shall not find it. In that day the beautiful virgins and the young men shall faint with thirst (Amos 8:11-13).
AC 8568. …A longing to know truth is here described by "thirsting." The longing for truth is signified by "I will not send a thirst for waters, but for hearing the words of Jehovah." The lack of truth and the consequent loss of spiritual life are described by, "in that day the beautiful virgins and the young men shall faint with thirst": "beautiful virgins" are those who are in affections of good, and "young men" those who are in affections of truth.

Food and drink need each other.

AC 4976. …Memory-knowledge stands in relation to the delight of the natural man, or what is the same thing, natural truth in relation to its good, just like water to bread, or drink to food. Water or drink causes bread and food to be diluted, so that they may be conveyed into the blood, and from there into all parts of the body to nourish them. For without water or drink, bread or food is not dissolved into its minute particles, nor is it distributed for use. 

AC 4976:2.  …Therefore good has an appetite for and desires truth, and this for the sake of its use in ministering to and being of service to good.… From this we can see what the truth of faith is without the good of charity, and also in what way the truth without the good of charity can nourish the internal man, that is to say in the same way as water or drink alone can nourish without bread and food, for it is known that the result of this is emaciation and death.
AR 122. All the quality of good is from the truths that are united to it; for good without truths is like bread and food without wine and water, which do not nourish; and also like fruit in which there is no juice. It appears also like trees stripped of the leaves, on which there hang a few dry apples left from the autumn. This is also meant by these words of the Lord:

    For everyone shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt. Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, with what will you season it? Have salt in yourselves (Mark 9:49-50).  Salt here is the desire for truth.

Thirsting for the sake of some spiritual use

AR 889. I will give unto him who thirsts of the fountain of the water of life freely, signifies that to those who desire truths from any spiritual use, the Lord will give, from Himself through the Word, all things that are conducive to that use. 

•  By "him who thirsts" is meant he who desires truth from any spiritual use…. 

•  By "the fountain of the water of life" is meant the Lord and the Word…. 

•  By "giving freely" is meant from the Lord, and not from man's own intelligence. 

The reason why by "thirsting" is meant to desire for the sake of some spiritual use is because there exists a thirst or desire for the knowledges of truth from the Word from natural use, and also from spiritual use: from natural use with those who have learning for their end, and by learning, fame, honor, and gain, thus self and the world; but from spiritual use with those whose end is to serve the neighbor from love to him, to care for the good of their souls and that of their own, thus on account of the Lord, the neighbor, and salvation. Truth is given to these so far as it conduces to that use, "from the fountain of the water of life," that is, from the Lord through the Word. To the rest truth is not given from there. They read the Word, and every doctrinal truth in it they either do not see, or if they do see it they turn it into falsity, not so much in speech when it is uttered from the Word, but in the idea of their thought about it.

1. Is there a famine in our land and a thirst for hearing the words of Jehovah? 

2. Beautiful virgins signify those in the affection of good, while young men signify those in the affection of truth (affection of means affected by, changed by, and longing for the truth or good). Does it seem as though women are in more of an affection of good, while men are in more of an affection of truth?

3. What might be an example of truth dissolving good into its minute particles so that it can be distributed throughout the body for use? 

4. Do people die more quickly from lack of food or lack of drink? Why might this be, spiritually? 

5. People in works alone and no truths are one of the most common states in the Christian world (AR 107). What’s wrong with good works without truths? Why are these works not spiritually nourishing?
6. What are some spiritual uses that might make us really thirsty for truths? 
Day Six: PRAY THAT THE LORD AND HIS KINGDOM MAY COME

After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, says, “I thirst.” (John 19:28)

AE 83:3. He then said, "I thirst," because He longed for a new church that would acknowledge Him. To "thirst," in the spiritual sense, signifies to long for, and it is said of the truths of the church….

We should pray that the Lord may come with light—that His kingdom may come.

AR 956. Rev. 21:17. And let him who hears say, Come; and let him who thirsts come, and let him who wills take the water of life freely, means that he who knows anything of the Lord’s coming, and of the New Heaven and New Church, thus of the Lord’s kingdom, should pray that it may come; and that he who desires truths should pray that the Lord may come with light; and that he who loves truths will then receive them from the Lord without his own work. 

By “let him who hears say, Come,” is signified he who hears and thence knows anything of the Lord’s coming, and of the New Heaven and the New Church, thus of the Lord’s kingdom, let him pray that it may come. 

By “him who thirsts, let him say, Come” is signified he who desires the Lord’s kingdom, and at the same time truths, let him pray that the Lord may come with light. 

By “him who wills, let him take of the water of life freely,” is signified that he who from love wants to learn truths and appropriate them to himself will receive them from the Lord without any work of his own. By “willing” is signified to love, because that which a man wills from his heart he loves, and that which he loves, he wills from the heart. By “the water of life” is signified Divine truths through the Word from the Lord (n. 932). And by “freely” is signified without his own work.  

The things in this verse have the same signification as these in the Lord’s Prayer:

    Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven so also upon the earth (Matt. 6:10; n. 839).

The Lord’s "kingdom" is the church, which makes one with heaven. Therefore it is now said, “Let him who hears say, Come, and let him who thirsts come.”

AR 956:2  That “to thirst” signifies to desire truths, appears from the following passages:

    I will pour water on him who thirsts; I will pour My spirit upon thy seed (Isa. 44:3).

    Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; buy wine and milk without silver (Isa. 55:1).

    Jesus cried, saying, If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink; whoever believes in Me, out of his belly shall flow streams of living water (John 7:37-38).

    My soul thirsts for the living God (Ps. 42:2).

    O God, Thou art my God; my soul thirsts for Thee; it is weary without water (Ps. 63:1).

    Happy are they who thirst after justice (Matt. 5:6).

    Unto him who thirsts I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely (Rev. 21:6).

By this is signified that to those who desire truths for any spiritual use, the Lord will give, from Himself through the Word, all that conduce to that use.

AR 956:3  That by "thirst" and "thirsting" is also signified to perish from lack of truth, is evident from these:

    My people are exiled because they have no acknowledgment; the multitude is dried up with thirst (Isa. 5:13).

    The fool speaks foolishness, and his heart does iniquity, and he makes the drink of the thirsty to fail (Isa. 32:6)….

But by "not thirsting" is signified not to have a lack of truth, in these passages….

    Jesus said, He who believes in Me shall never thirst (John 6:35)….

1. Imagine how thirsty Jesus was, knowing what His thirst signifies: that people would receive the truths He was teaching and be saved as they lived by them. He lets us help Him satisfy the thirst of some of His people. Then we are helping to satisfy His thirst too.

2. The Lord’s kingdom comes as we live according to His laws, His truths. How do we pray that His kingdom may come in a specific way? As well as praying, can we do anything to help His kingdom come?

3. Have you ever prayed for the Lord to come with light, maybe not in these words, but still for Him to show you what to do? 

4. What is meant by receiving truths “freely”? Don’t we have to read and think about the Word? 

5. Every time we say the Prayer, we can pray that the Lord’s New Church may come.
6. Which of these passages expresses thirst for the truth best for you?  Thirst for truth is also thirst for God, because He is the only One who teaches us what is eternally true.

